Oral health needs and access to dental care of homeless adults in the United States: a review.
The homeless population in the United States is one of great diversity that continues to increase in number. Although data on the oral health status of individuals who are homeless is limited, studies consistently report both the perception and clinical evidence of dental needs among this population as well as a low utilization rate for dental services. This article reviews the oral health needs of people who are homeless as reported in literature, barriers to receiving dental care, and methods used to deliver dental care to this population. Many rehabilitation centers for adults who are homeless consider the establishment and maintenance of a state of good general and oral health as a priority and a key factor in helping homeless adults to return to the workforce and mainstream society.